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THE ALCHEMIST. 
Ne. IX. 
Saevit toto Mars impius orbe. 





Virgil. 
Perfidious Mars long plighted leagues divides, 
And o’er the wasted world, in triumph rides. 
Dryden. 

Wuen I ventured a few weeks since to indulge in 
some reflections on the possibility and useful tendency 
of deliberative discussion, if conducted in the spirit 
ef friendship, magnanimity, and a sincere desire of elicit- 
ing truth, it formed part of my design to point out a few 
of the causes which conspire to prevent our realizing 
the benefits which this species of controversy might 
confer. 

The passions which agitate society, and prevent calm 
deliberation, are, no doubt,various, and the direct effects 
of each are modified by numerous circumstances; yet 
there is a limited number of leading principles, to one 
or another of which a great part of the collisions among 
mankind may be referred. But besides the adverse 
principles which continually mar the peace of whole 
communities, there are others which chiefly affect in- 
dividuals or limited circles. Thus, a man shall be sub- 
ject to the gout, the rheumatism, the dyspepsia, or 
even the teoih-ache, and the whole equilibrium of his 
mind shall be overthrown. His peevishness shall break 
out at every little vexatious incident, and the most un- 
reasonable demands be made upon the patience and 
forbearance of those around him. Perheps he has fallen, 
like some alchemist, into solitary habits of musing, has ac- 
quired many peculiarities of opinion, and, hence, cannot 
_ show a proper indulgence towards those who differ 
from him in sentiment. 

I might enumerate and analyze the several causes 
which produce the greatest number of contentions, and 
present the most frequent and formidable resistance to 
the mild and peaceful spirit of amicable controversy. 
Selfishness, pride, and envy, would each require to be 
dissected and displayed in all its hideous deformities, 
and the whole progeny of angry passions, contentions, 
and miseries, to which each has given birth, must be 
arrayed before the reader. This, however, would lead 
me further into detail than he would be likely te follow. 
Instead of this course, 1 prefer to present the views of 
two or three correspondents, whose minds have been 
turned to the subject, and whose lucubrations I have 
reason to believe were intended fer the public eye. 
The diversity in the character of the writers of these 
epistles, shows to how many classes of persons the sub- 
ject has commended itself. 1 cannot say, however, that 
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the reflections in these letters present very cheering 
prospects ofa speedy consummation of the wishes which 
the beneyolent must’ entertain, in regard to the adjust- 
ment of social and national differences, 

The only hope of arriving at any tolerable degree of 
security, in regard to the upright and pacific arrange- 
ment of conflicting interests, must be founded on a 
thorough general conviction respecting the causes which 
produce the strifes that now mar our happiness. 

Besides the following, | have received many commu- 
nications touching a single species of controversy, the 
bitterness of which depends on a principle more subtile, 
mysterious, and undefinable, than any to which these 
refer. Perceiving however, that no two of the writers 
agree in regard, either to the motives, or the remedies, 
of that particular rancour which always accompanies 
the wordy warfare of theological disputants, I have sup- 
pressed alltheir speculations, only remarking, that proba- 
bly the best way to avoid their baneful influence, is to 
treat the parties like certain classes of chemical sub- 
stances, which when separate are extremely acrid and 
deleterious; but, if brought into contact, produce a 
sudden effervescence, and straight become as tame and 
neutral as the most inert productions of nature. 


To the Alchemist. 

Sir—What can have possessed you to believe, that all 
the world will ever come to your tame way of settling 
disputes? Who would abandon the hope of ever again 
scenting the odour of a battle field? Who would give up 
the paths of glory in which so much honourable blood 
has been shed? 

Is not our whole profession of arms dependent on the 
high sense of military pride, which constitutes what is 
technically termed the moral of an army? 

To be sudden and quick in quarrel, is the first lesson 
inculcated by the worthy Captain Epaulette, on every 
non-commissioned officer and private of our corps; and 
in this he only obeys the orders implied in the example 
of his own superiors, those mirrors of chivalry, Major 
Sash, Colonel Plume, and General Spur. It cannot 
surely be your expectation, that we will withdraw our 
confidence from these immaculate leaders. 

Should we, and should all nations, become converts 
to your “amicable” doctrines, where weuld be found the 
rich harvests of spoil, to which we who handle the 
sword are now entitled? What would become of those 
gratifying spectacles, of cities valiantly carried at the 
point of the sword—of burning villas—of plains manured 
into unwonted luxuriance by the bodies of mangled 
thousands—of horses’ fetlocks dripping with the rich 
\gore of yet palpitating human bosoms? You may find 
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in our calling an incitement to all the passions, which 
withstand the efforts of those who preach “ peace on 
earth and good will to men.” Thus, in the warrior’s 
breast the passion for glory; the selfish desire of filling 
exclusively the trump of fame; the envy which rankles 
at another’s prosperity; and above all, the vanity to glit- 
ter and dazzle and appear fine, in person, dress, and 
equipage, all unite to set him in the fatal array. 

** Proud of the summons to display his might 

The gay Lothario dresses for the fight, 

Studious in all the splendour to appear 

Pride, pomp, and circumstance of glorious war.” 

The ostentation of valour too, isas necessary to men 

of our cast, whether among private friends or public 
associates, as a reputation for rectitude, to the mer- 
chant, or of virtue to the young lady, who aspires to be- 
come a foast. This ostentation must be perpetually 
breeding jealousies and heart burnings. I am therefore 
curious to know how you can reconcile the nature and 
objects of our profession, with the peaceful setllement 
of personal and national disputes. A VouunTEER. 


To the Alchemist. 

Sir—I have read your remarks on amicable controversy. 
The attempt which 1 have made to apply their spirit, in 
the regulation of my domestic affairs, has thrown me 
into serious dilemmas. I am, as you are aware, a man of 
some worldly substance, and the father of one of the 
finest girls about our city, who is constantly surrounded 
by admirers, and courted and flattered by half the sau- 
cy foplings, who daily drift from one fashionable street 
to another, for no better purpose than to stare impudent- 
ly in the face of every pretty girl they chance to meet. 
Ihave exhausted my whole stock of argument and ex- 


ning, in an under tone, through a whole drawing room, 
after the recital of some fancied smartness of the flip- 
pant Principina. 
Yours in tribulation, 
SoLtomon Lonepurse. 


I haye received the following, among others, from a 
scientific friend, who points pretty clearly at foibles 
which are not confined to a single class of the learned, 
and which doubtless produce ill blood, sour temper, and 
often, cordial hatred among those who ought to discuss 
every subject in the most amicable frame of mind. 

Mr. Alchemist,— 

Having, as well as yourself, some pretensions to the 
character of an adept, Ihave frequently been led to re- 
flect onthe causes of dissension among mankind. I 
have found none more fruitful than that selfish propen- 
sity which constantly presents the mewm and tuum to 
the view of all men as the chiefconcernof life. Among 
men destitute of the instruction which elevates and 
liberalizes the mind, the presence of such sordid mo- 
tives cannot be matter of astonishment, But I have of- 
ten observed in those who called themselves men of 
science, or men of letters, a selfish meanness which in- 
dicated any thing butthe magnanimity of which they 
occasionally boast. It shows itself in a variety of ways; 
sometimes, in attempts to appropriate to one’s self the 
credit of other mens writings, researches or experi- 
ments; sometimes, in republishing the works of indus 
trious authors, with slight changes of external ap- 
pearance, and just so many alterations as may suffice to 
evade the law of copy-right ; sometimes in ill-natured 
criticisms on meritorious works, with a view to throw 
them into the shade, until the critic can bring forth 


postulation, to dissuade her from admitting the approach- | some production of his own in thefsame department; ob- 


es of such a race of insects, who have obviously no | 


higher object in view than to gain a little temporary 


Miss Principina Longpurse. The answer to my remon- 
strances against the folly and extravagance into which 
she is thus led, is some petulant, and not very respect- 
ful remark about the wrefchedness of having a miserly old 
father. Betweenher thoughtless vanity, and my own 
love of thrift, sobriety and full coffers, there is little 


tain laudatory notices in the journals,and thus supercede 


his neighbour’s work. I once knew a fellow who 
importance, by being ranked among the admirers of | founded no inconsiderable reputation for science on 
tricks ofthis nature. By dint of fawning and supple- 


_ness, he wormed his way into divers clubs and learned 


societies, where he made it a point to pry into the pur- 
suits and intentions of his associates, and when any 
able and ingenious member had pursued investigations 
and prepared the results for publication, he would 


sympathy, and what adds to the discouragement, is, that | cook up some garbled statements of his own and urge 


she appears to grow every day more and more incorrigi- 
ble, as the number of her flatterers increases. She this 
morning told me she must have a new cloak, for that 
the one which I bought last week, was too scant by half, 
not having above six yards of cloth in the cape, and 
that she could not expect the slightest attention from 
any genileman, so long as she appeared in that frightful- 
ly old fashioned cloak. Against similar demands, en- 
forced by equally weighty arguments, have I now con- 
tended, for the whole three years since she was brought 
oul, at the age of thirteen. My wife virtually encour- 
ages the girl in her vanities, and shows at least an equal 
vanity in herself, by ostentatiously displaying the per- 
son of her daughter in public places, and repeating her 
witticisms in every company. The latter, sometimes 
excite a smile very nearly bordering on asneer; and the 
monosyllable “lat” has been more than once heard run- 


the conducters of journals to suppress the production of 
the real author, until his own supposititious offspring 
had made its appearance. On other oceasionshe would 
get himself appointed on committees, to pursue some 
course of inquiries which he knew to have been al- 
ready extensively made by another, and, in the name of 
the committee, would call on the original inquirer to aid 
the commission in their pursuit, thus filching the meed 
of honour from him who had fairly won it, and by affix 
ing his own name to a report would flaunt in borrowed 
plumes before the astonished gaze of the public. 

Until men have independence enough to stamp with 
contempt such infamous proceedings, there can be lit- 
tle hope that amity and the true zeal for science will 
characterize the proceedings of scientific bodies, 

Your obedient servant, 
Monat Microscors. 





1831.} 


To Mr. Microscope’s observations I might add some 
curious facts, which have fallen under my own notice in 
a certain club, but [forbear for the present, and will 
conclude this paper by repeating a few of the axioms 
long ago laid down for the regulation of disputants. 

‘*Every man who enters into a dispute with another 
{whether he starts it or only takes it up,) should hear 
with patience what his opponent in the argument has 
to offer, in support of the opinion he advances. 

*‘Every one who gives a controverted opinion ought 
to lay it down with as much conciseness, temper and 
precision as he can. 

“An argument once confuted, should never be re- 
peated, nor tortured into any other shape by sophistry 
and quibble. , 

“No jest; pun or witticism, tending to turn an oppo- 
nent or his reasoning into ridicule, or raise a laugh at 
his expense, ought by any means to be attempted. 

‘No two disputants should speak at the same time, 
nor attempt to overpower each other by strength of 
lungs. 

“Personal reflections onan adversary, of whatever 
kind, are to be avoided. 

“Oaths and positive assertions are not arguments. 

‘Passionate gestures, stamping, slapping the table, 
and the like indecorous actions show a man’s passions, 
but not his reasons. 

_ “Bets and wagers are commonly offered by those who 
have nothing better to offer. 

“Loud and boisterous tones of voice impugn the 
courage of him who uses them, because cowards are 
loudest when out of danger. 

“Flat contradictions and blunt assertions irritate but 
never elucidate. 

‘*Rank and fortune give no advantages in argumenta- 
tion—every man’s reason has the same pedigree—it be- 
gins and ends with himself. Hence the parties should 
mutually consider each other as standing ona footing of 
equality, in respect to the question under debate. 

“A provincial dialect, and even bad grammar cannot 
vitiate an argument, if the sense be clear—hence it is 
the part of folly to turn them into ridicule. 

“He who increases his knowledge by conviction gains 
more in a contest than he who converts another to his 
opinion, hence the latter should forbear all signs of tri- 


umph. 
“TRUTH is the only legitimate object of contro- 
versy.” L. 


REPORT 
Or Tar CommiITTex OF SUPERINTENDENCE 
OF THE FUNDS DISTRIBUTED TO THE POOR. 
The Committee being on the point of closing the in- 
teresting and necessary duty confided to them by the 
charity and beneficence oftheir fellow citizens, deem 
it proper to render an account of their stewardship, 
—of the extent of the public bounty—of the course 


they pursued—and of its results. 
The whole amount of the collections that came into 
their hands, was $6429 83 
Received from 
Middle Ward, - . ; ; $277 75 
Dock, ° 4 “ ‘ 547 49 
High street, ree . - 497 60 


REPORT OF THE FUNDS DISTRIBUTED TO THE POOR. 
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Chesnut, - . - - 517 04 
Walnut, - : . : 316 65 
Upper Delaware, - - - : 184 94 
Lower Delaware, - : : - 418 51 
South, - - - ° 582 05 
North, - - - ; 567 00 
New Market, - . - : 266 25 
Cedar, - : - - 135 00 
Pine, - - - - . 273. 25 
Locust, - - - - 629 68 
North Mulberry, - - . - 146 47 
South Mulberry, - : . : 272 50 
Moyamensing, - - - - 60 91 
Northern Liberties, - - - 189 07 
Southwark, - - . - 494 67 
A lady who wishes to remain unknown, 50 00 

$6429 83 


The Committee, at the commencement of their la- 
bours, made an arrangement with citizens of the dis- 
trict of Southwark, whereby the latter agreed, on being 
supplied with funds from the committee, to attend to 
their own poor, whose cases they could more narrowly 
scrutinize, and whose distresses they could more com- 
pletely ascertain, and more adequately relieve, (the ap- 
plicants being in their more immediate vicinity) than 
the Committee of Superintendence. This arrangement 
has produced the most beneficial results, and, through 
the medium of the Southwark soup establishment, af- 
forded the greatest possible relief at the smallest possi- 
ble expense. All the collections made in Southwark, 
amounting to nearly five bundred dollars were handed 
over to this Committee. 

A portion of the citizens of the Northern Liberties, 
having early organized themselves, made considerable 
collections, and undertook the relief of their own poor. 

Considerable collections were also made in different 
parts of the city, and some of the most liberal donations 
were received, before this committee was organized.— 
This fact, and the preceding one, respecting the 
Northern Liberties, are noticed merely to show that 
the amount of the collections above stated, affords no 
criterion of the extent of the bounty of the citizens at 
this trying period. 

Adding those items, and the funds distributed by the 
Ward Committees out of their own collections, to the 
$6429 stated, the total amount raised is probably above 
$7,500. 

The committee purchased about 520 cords 

of weod at various prices $3,50 to $5,00 

amounting in the whole including cartage 

to $2692 86 
They furnished provisions and groceries, 

chiefly necessaries of life (liquor wholly 





excluded,) te the amount of 2030 12 
They paid over to Committee of Southwark § 760 00 
To Committee of Moyamening 200 00 
To the Southern Soup Society 160 00 
To Female benevolent Society, on whom 

they gave orders for clothing 60 00 
They paid for shoes 52 50 
For printing, stationary, wages of clerk, 

door keepers and other incidental ex- 

penses 132 31 
For clothing 139 35 
To members of Ward Committees for the re- 

lief of cases of pressing necessity 202 51 

6429 83 


Besides which there were probably two or three 
hundred dollars of the money raised by the Ward Com- 
mittees in the course of their collections, distributed by 
themselves. 

The Committees ona full retrospection of the course 
they have pursued, without pretending that the system 
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DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES. (Mancs 




















was perfect, believe that they took all the precautions | Two other soup houses having been since established, 
in their power, which the nature ofthe case allowed, (o | one in the Northern Liberties, and the other in Moya- 
guard against imposition. Of the whole amount in the | mensing; which have supplied abeut 550 persons daily. 
funds entrusted to their care, there were not ten dellars The recurrence to this humiliating mede of relief—re- 
disposed of to individuals, but to those producing re- | lief eagerly sought tor and thankfully received by per- 
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commendations from the Ward Committees, or other | sons formerly in comfortable circumstances, affords an 


respectable persons. This was the best, perhaps the 
only security they could devise for the avoidance of 
deception. That some impositions were, nevertheless 
practised, is highly probable, and indeed, in such cases, 
is unavoidable. But the Committee are convinced that 
they bore but a small proportion to the amount of relief 
afforded to persons really in want. The impositions, 
however, have been greatly magnified by the almost 
universal tendency’ to generalization. Single cases 
have been multiplied tenfold. 
Doubts have been entertained by respectable and in- 
telligent cit zens whether the emergency of the case 
was such as to justify a recourse tothe measures of col- 
lecting money in this mode; and some have in conse- 
quence refused to contribute. The Committee are sa- 
tisfied that this is an error,and an error, which, in all simi- 
lar cases, has an injurious tendency, by preventing, or at 
least greatly abridging the relief of distress and wretch- 
edness. ‘The oppertunities which members of this com- 
mittee and many of the Ward Committees have had, of 
ascertaining the real state of the case, have impressed 
them with a conviction, that the measure was as neces- 
sary as it was laudable, and that masses of unmerited 
suffering, arising from low wages*—want of employ- 
ment—long protracted sickness of heads of families— 
and various other calamities, which it would have been 
-cruel not to have alleviated, have been relieved. Cases 
have occurred,of widows with small children, who have 
been for twenty-four hours without food to nourish, or 
fuel to warm themselves or their offspring. Children 
have been seen in the streets going for water, barefoot- 
ed and barelegged. Several persons have been found 
lying on straw spread on the floors in garrets and 
cellars, with hardly enough of covering for summer, in 
atemperature of 30 degrees! One case has been as- 
certained, efa floor being cut up for want of other fuel. 
Indispensable articles of wearing apparel, furniture, 
beds, and bedding; also watches, wedding rings, &c. 
have been pawned for a half or a third of their value, 
to raise wherewith to stay the cravings of hunger or to 
rocure fuel to warm half frozen limbs. Females, 
Ghote up as tenderly and indulgently,+ and having 
lived to an advanced period of life, in as high a degree 
of ease and affluence, as most of their sex, but reduced 
to poverty by the ruin and death of their husbands, have 
stooped to apply for a quarter of a cord of wood, or a 
dollar’s worth of groceries! In a word, scenes have 
been discovered which would have excited the sympa- 
thy of Avarice herself, unless endued with a heart of 
iron; and the Committee believe that the contributions 
raised, liberal as they have been, bear no more propor- 
tion to the good done, or the suffering relieved, than 
does a mole hill to a mountain. 
One feature in this «ffair deserving of notice is, that 








unerring proof of the intens'ty of the distress, and 
ought for ever to silence the murmurs of these who 
have condemned the proceedings of the citizens in this 
extemporaneous exercise of charity and beneficence. 
MATHEW CAREY, Chairman. 
Jobn A. Browne, John Goodman, 


Charles Bird, James Harper, 
Samuel Archer, J. S. Riley, 


Robert Toland, Robert Earp, — 
Paul K. Hubbs, Richard Renshaw, 
C. M. Dupuy, 
Henry Tompson, Secretary, 
February 21, 1831. 


P. S. In order to corroborate the statement in the 
last paragraphs, and to remove all doubt on the subject, 
the chairman of the Committee requested the South- 
ern Committee of the Poor Fund, who ,had taken the 
most laudable pains in the investigation of the situation 
of the poor, to give him the result of their inquiries, to 
which he received the following reply, which is respect- 
fully submitted to the most serious consideration of the 
public. 

Partapetpata, Feb. 21, 1831. 

Dear Srr,—T have been requested by the committee 
for the relief of the poor of the District of Seuthwark to 
communicate to you the enclosed Resolution. I think 
it afiords good evidence that the liberal contributions 
of our fellow citizens have not been dispensed in vain. 

I remain, very respectfully, 


CHARLES M. DUPUY. 
Matnew Carey, Esq. 

Ata meeting of the Committee of the Poor Fund, for 
the District of Southwark, held the 21st of February 
1831, the following resolution was unanimeusly agreed 
to:—viz. 

Resolved, that it is the sense ef this Committee, that 
the persons relieved by them, are a class of persons who 
have not received relief from the guardians of the poor, 
most of whom have been in good, seM&IN AFFLUENT CIR- 


cumstances, and whose present distress cannot be traced 
to their own misconduct. 


Extract from the minutes. 
WILLIAM L. NORTON, Sec’ry. 





DOMESTIC MANUFACTURES, 
Extract from a letter writien by an American gentleman 
in Paris, to his friendin Chester County—dated, 


**Pants, October 29, 1830. 
‘*Within the last few weeks I have mode several ex- 


cursions to the country—to St. Dennis, Montmorency, 


Sevres, &c. The latter place is famed for its Porcelain 


Manufacture, the first in the world. I am too nearthe 


end of my letter to enter into a decription of that inte- 


soup has been administered daily by the City and South- resting place, but what is worthy ef particular notice is, 








wark soup heuses, to about two thousand persons. — | that ameng the specimens of porcelain from all quarters 


- ———— | of the globe, that from Paitapeteara is ranked second 
*There are thousunds of females in Philadelphia, em- 


ployed as seamstresses, spoolers, washerwomen, &c. 
whose utmost industry, when fully employed, and with. 
out the incumbrance of children, will not, even in sum- 
mer, enable them to earn more than from a dollar toa 
dollar and ahalf per week. Is it wonderful, that, in 
times of stagnation of business, and during the intense 
inclemency of the weather, they require extraordi- 
nary aid to preserve them from perishing? 

{Were we at liberty to disclose the names of some of 
these females, and those of their fathers and husbands, 
they would be admitted to afford as strong and as afflict- 
ing instances ef the mutability of human affairs as_per- 
haps were ever exhibited in private life. 


to the French, which is the first. All that is wanting 
in Tucker’s Manufactory to make the article equal if 
not superior, is the moulding. He should send out for 
some first-rate workman. It would not be amiss to make 
this known. God appears to have showered his boun- 
ties upon us of the Western Hemisphere, with a lavish 
hand, Old Europe can produce but few things which 
we cannot or rather which we will not be able 
to equal in a few years.” 

Many American citizens who go abroad, think only 
of their personal pleasure, paintings, statuary, the Lou- 
vre, &c. forgetting their own country and its interests. 
Others, whose minds are well regulated, remember 
Homx, and while they examine every thing with a pro- 
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per and liberal curiosity, constantly bear in mind that | finishing for a southernlady. We de this justice to the 


the proper object of travelling is to see what can be 
rendered useful to their native land. The late letter of 
Joux Hane Powett, giving immediate and prompt in- 
formation, that foreign agents were coming to our mar- 
ket to purchase up whéat and flour, does him more ho- 
nor than the finest dissertation on the Elgin marbles, or 
the most learned, on the relics of the Druids. In the 
votation made above, the fact that the specimen of } 
hiladelphia Porcelain is the second in quality, and only 
surpassed by the perfect manufacture of France, is grat- | 
ifying to our patriotism and pride. Without intending 
to claim the least particle of merit, we may be permitted 
to state a fact. Ten or eleven years ago, the jr. ed, accom- 
panied his friend the late Joan Jerrenres, on a visit to 
Mr. Bisneor, of Delaware county. Seeing the decom 
posed feld-spar in streaks of white, lying in abundant 
veins, where the road had been cut through the hills, 
and observing that the Jand was uniformly rich where it 
made itsappearance, not knowing what the substance 
was, (such he confesses was his ignorance of mineralo- 
gy,) he imagined that perhaps it might contribute to 
fertility, and be useful, like plaster or marle upon land. 
To test the correctness of the opinion, he obtained a 
box of it—sent it toa distinguished agriculturist, with 
a request that he would have it examined, and give in 
return, any information he might be able to get. A let- 
ter in reply stated that it was decomposed feld-spar— 
that it was the material of which the French China was 
manufactured—that a specimen had been sent to France, 
which, afterwards was pronounced excellent. This in- 
formation the jr. ed. communicated to his friend the late 
Jacon Cist, Esq. of Wilkesbarre, a gentleman of sci- 
ence, and who was turning his attention particularly 
towards different clays and the finer materials for Delf 
ware and Porcelain. At hisrequest the writer of this 
procured and sent to Philadelphia a barrel of the mate- 
rial, which he caused to be taken to Wilkesbarre. He 
pronounced it excellent, but the distance was too great 
to haul and work it to advantage. Whether those move- 
meats had the slightest effect in bringing into action the 
manufacture of Tucker, is neither known ner impor- 
tant; but it gives us an increased interest to see it pros- 
per. ‘The interest it heightened by the fact, that the 
feld-spar used by Tucker, is got from Chester County, 
being raised in Kennet township, and carted to Wil- 
mington, whence it is carried to Philadelphia, In time 
we do not doubt, the business will become extensive 
and the material itself valuable. We are told there is 
a manufactory in New York of the same ware, and that 
the clay is also obtained from Chester co. 

Certain it is the ware is exceedingly beautiful. That 
which is finished in the richest style, comes high, and 
ever must, from the cost of painting, it being painted 
and flowered by the slew process of the pencil, by fin- 
ished artists. ‘The less ornamented we should suppose 
would come low. Tucker has great merit for his inge- 
nuity, enterprise and perseverance. We hope he may 
prokt by the suggestion of our friend the letter writer. 
One thing he seems to need —the bell and the speaking 
trumpet. Itis vain that he make the most splendid 
ware in the world, unless he lets the public kaow it. 
Once telling is not enougk—more noise should be made 
about it. Heand his friends, and the friends of Ameri- 
can Industry, should arouse public attention to the maa- 
ufacture. (CP It should be rendered fashionable for ev- 
ery new married lady to get a Tea set—at least, from 
Tucker—more if they can, We wish the Chester coun- 
ty girls would all do so. Tucker, we think, would find 
it for his interest to send, at least te every county town, 
a few sets, and let them be known as his—seen and ad- 
mired. Another suggestion that we would make, is 
that families of fortune, should order sets with their 
nameson each piece. This would not be difficult. 

It is two years since I visited the establishment. 1 
was then told the southern gentlemen had purchased 
most extersively, and a beautiful full set was shown me 

















taste and public spirit of our southern citizens, with 
much pleasure.—Village Rec. 





Philadelphia has been denominated the American 
metropolis of the Arts. We believe that this designa- 
tion might be verified in the detail, and it is assuredly 
one of which we may be proud. Workmanship in sil- 
ver and gold is among the processes of skill and taste, 
for which this city deserves to be signalixed. It is a 
beautiful form of labour—a brilliant exercise ef ingenu- 
ity;—the material is of the precious and durable species; 
the effect is noble and ornamental. New specimens 
sometimes strike our eye in the splendid repositories, 
with which Chesnut street particularly is embellished; 
and “most, of those deserve to be. otherwise made 
known. 

Such as are voted by public bodiesto individuals, for 
peculiar services, pass soon after their completion to 
the dwellings of their owners, and are there seen by on- 
ly afew persons, comparatively. Several of them have 
fixed our attention within the last year; we shall men- 
tion four or five admirably executed by Thomas Fleich- 
er, No. 130 Chesnut street. 


Ist. The Silver Vase presented by the Schuylkill 
Navigation Company to their late President Cadwala- 
der Evans, Esq. ‘This Vase is of Etruscan form, on a 
square plinth or pedestal, the four sides of which are or- 
namented by four views, in basso relievo, of the princi- 
pal works on the Schyulkill. The handles are formed 
of four grape vines intertwined, encompassing the whole 
body of the Vase. On the top is a female figure, hold- 
ing in one hand the cornucopia,. while the other rests 
on an inverted jar, from which water appears to be 
flowing. It cost 540 dollars. 

2d. The two Vases made for James C. Fisher, Esq. 
one of them presented to him by the Stockholders of 
the late Bank of the United States, and the other by the 
Chesapeake and Delaware Canal Company. They are 
of similar form to that of Mr. Evan’s, but the work is 
varied to suit the different character of the institutions 
presenting them. That given by the Bank is surmount- 
ed by a figure of Mercury, holding in one hand the ca- 
duceus, and inthe other the bag of money. The other 
supports a figure of Neptune standing on a sea shell, 
leaning on the trident; on the base is a view of the Sum- 
mit Bridge and the Deep Cut of the Canal at St. Geor- 
ge’s. These Vases cost about 500 dollars each. 

3d. The plate presented by the Bauk of Pennsylva- 
nia, to Elihu Chauncey, Esq. late cashier of that Insti- 
tution. It consists of a pair of pitchers, richly chased, 
and a large waiter, with rich shell border, measurin 
thirty inches in lengsh, and twenty-two in breadth—the 
whole costing about 800 dollars. 

Ath. A waiter of the same size and value, which was 
recently made; and presented by the late Bank of the 
United States, to Horace Binney, Esq. 


There is no person, we are sure, whether artist or 
amateur, who would not immediately and emphatically 
acknowledge, in examining the specimens which we 
have thus enumerated, that Mr. Fletcher has, in the 
whole design and executien of them, fully upheld the 
character of Philadelphia for excellence in this branch 
of manufacture,—of which we may remark, by the way, 
that it has been brought to its present perfection with- 
out the aid of protecting duties. The highest impost 
which has ever been laid on silver articles, is 123 per 
cent. Notwithstanding, the eminent manufacturer just 
mentioned, and others, are able, we learn, to sell plate 
as low as it can be furnished in London. If an Agsay 
Office, connected with the Mint, could be established 
here, and Congress should pass a law for regulating the 
standard of all plate manufactured in the United States, 
the exportation of this article to the West Indies and 
Seuth America would doubtless be considerable.— Nat, 
Gaz. 
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The men wore long red caps on their heads; the wo- 
men had neither bonnets, hats, or caps, but merely a 
string passing around the head to keep the hair from 
the face. The dress both of female and male was do- 
mestic, quite plain, made of a coarse material, after an 
old fashion of their own. 

Soon after their arrival at Philadelphia, they took a 
westerly course in pursuit of a location, where they 
could all live in one vicinity. They selected a rich 
limestone country, beautifully adorned with sugar ma- 
ple, hickory, and black and white walnut, on the border 
of a delightful stream, abounding in the finest trout— 
here they raised their humble cabins. The water of 
the Pequai was clear, cold, and transparent, and the 
grape-vines and clematis, intertwining among the lofty 
branches of the majestic buttonwood, formed a pleasant 
retreat from the noon beams of a summer sun. 

These emigrants were neither stimulated by the de- 
sire of distinction, or the love of wealth. They approved 
of an equalization of rank and property. All they re- 
quired was sufficient land, from which by their own in- 
dustry they could raise produce for the support of their 
respective families. Teas, coffee, West India sugar, and 


Letter from Dr. Ely to Dr. Andrew Wylie. 
PaiLapecraia, Jan. 7th, 1831. 

Rev. and Dear Brother,—All the pieces of philoso- 
phical apparatus which you desire for the Indiana Col- 
lege, except the orrery, can be manufactured or pui- 
chased in this city at a cheaper rate than that at which 
the same can be imported even without duty, for cur 
literary institutions. Besides, if you get them made in 
our city they will be warranted; will be repaired gratis 
if found defective, and are made in such a manner as to 
be less liable to get out of order. All the literary in- 
stitutions in this city prefer our own domestic articles. 
Ihave therefore bespoken for you, to be completed 
and subject to your order, as to the mode of convey- 
ance, in two months, the following articles, at the prices 
annexed, viz. A machine for exhibiting all the me- 
chanical powers, except the compound lever, at $140.00, 
An Electrical machine, at $35.00. A battery, of 9 jars, 
of a gallon and a half each, at $16.00. A Discharger, at 
$3.50. An Electrophorus, at $8.00. An air pump, 
with two receivers, at $75.00. The guinea and feather 
apparatus, at $12.00. ‘The apparatus for showing the 
Aurora Borealis, $10.00.- These articles will be manu- 
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factured by Mr. Mason, whose workmanship may com- 
pare with that ofany machinist in Europe. A telescope 
may be purchased here at different prices from $100.00 
to $300.00; and a compound micrescope for $50.00 or 


60.00. The galvanic battery can also be furnished by 


an artisan of our city. Mr. Young of this city makes 
the best of Quadrants; one ofjwhich would cost from 
$20.00 to $25.00. An artificial horizon would cost about 


$25.00. From the above prices at 6 months credit, 5 


per cent would be deducted for cash payments. Most 
of these articles | procured for the College at Knoxville, 


Tennessee. Forathousand dollars you may procure 


nearly every article which you would need in your 


College for the exhibitlon of the usual philosophical ex- 
periments; except the orrey. What that would cost, I 
am unable to say.—Philadelphian. 


Newtrowx.—We were much pleased a few days ago, 
to see the improvement in this viliage during the past 
season. Newtown may now be ranked the first village 
in this County, in point of mechanical enterprise. There 
are four or five extensive Coach-making establishments, 
and a proportionate number of other thriving industri- 
eus mechanics. At Messrs. Yardly and Buckman’s Coach 
shop, we were gratified to observe a Stage Coach, just 
finished, after the style of the Troy Cuaches. It ap- 
peared to usto be made in astyle quite equal to those cel- 
ebrated coaches, and probably as durable. We see no 
reason why our Stage proprietors should import into 
the state every year a vast number of these vehicles, to 
the exclusion of those built by our own citizens. The 
Cvach-makers of Lancaster city, have shewn that they 
are fully competent to do work as cheap and good, as it 
is possible to be done elsewhere. We have nearly as 
many Coach-makers in Bucks as in any other County in 
the State, and we should rejoice to see the time cone, 
when her mechanics will be as celebrated for ingenui- 
ty and enterprise as any other.— Bucks Co. Intelligencer. 


PAPERS FURNISHED BY THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 


HISTORY OF THE 
MENNONISTS AND AYMENISTS OR AMISH. 
Br Repmorp Conrnenam. 
[Concluded from p. 132.] 
Historical Notice of the Amish. 

About the year 1773, emigrated to Pennsylvania a 
number of families professing peculiar manners, customs, 
language, and religion. ‘This sect came from a German 
Palatinate at the invitation of William Penn. The long 
beards of the men, and the short petticoats of the fe- 
males, just covering the knee, attracted the attention 
of the English settlers. 






spirituous liquors, were not considered by them, either 
as useful or necessary. The sugar tree supplied them 
with sugar and molasses. They had, therefore, no want 
but what they could gratify. 

As land was easily acquired, it was in the power of 
each individual to be a large proprietor, but this neither 
agreed with their professions or their practice. 

In the year 1720, a thousand acres were offered to an 
influential member of the Amish faith by the proprie- 
tary agent, but he refused the grant, saying “It is be- 
yond my desire, as also my ability to clear; if clear, 
beyond my power to cultivate; if cultivated, it would 
yield more than my family can consume; and as the 
rules of our society forbid the disposal of the surplus, I 
cannot accept of your liberal offer; but you may divide 
it among my married children, who at present reside 
with me.” This individual is supposed to have been 
Kurtz. 

They believed in a God as the maker of all things, 
and in Jesus Chriscas his Son the Saviour of man; there- 
fore superior to a prophet. The rules for the govern- 
ment of their society they derive from the Bible—book 
of Amos, 3d chapter and 3d verse: ‘*Can two walk 
together except they be agreed;” showing that it is ne- 
cessary for a people to be united in one faith, in one 
form, at one place, participate in the same ceremony, 
and exercise the same duties, Amos 5th chapter and 
21st verse, and 7th chapter and 14th verse—Ephesians 
4th chapter, 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th verses—John 
21st chapter, 15th and 16th verses. 

They have preachers only, forsay they, “In the time 
of our Saviour he alone was superior, all the apostles 
being equal one to another—the moment Mathias was 
chosen, he could perform any of the offices enjoined 
on the bishop, deacon, or priest: ‘Go ye and teach all 
nations.” Here the command is given to the preachers 
or teachers; we therefore only require preachers or 
teachers. The ceremony of laying on the hands, is al- 
ways performed by the eldest preacher as a matter of 
courtesy, not of right. It is unnecessary to have church- 
es, that is buildings exclusively thus called, for the New 
Testament calls each body of Christians a church; as 
“they gathered the churches together,” meaning the 
congregations. 

The sacrament of the rite of baptism, could only be 
performed on those of riper years. They acknowledged 
no authority over them but the word of God. In their 
opinion, God only can punish the guilty. It is not right 
to deprive any man either of life or liberty through the 
agency of man. Hence the sheriff of Lancaster county, 
in 1730, immediately after its organization, received in- 
structions from the deputy governor not to summon any 
Omish, Tunkers, and Mennonists, to serve as jurors, 
A tax ought not to be demanded; and if demanded, 


—— 
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ought not to be paid. War the considered as unjust | ought, therefore, to preserve his liberty, unpolluted by 


and unholy; and the character of a soldier unbecoming 
a follower of Christ. ‘They would neither serve in the 
militia, or pay an equivalent. They could not marry 
out of their society. Education they considered as un- 
necessary; as the earth was made to supply all their 
wants by labour; for Adam was required to get his 
bread by his own exertions, and Eve to spin: hence 
they had to imitate their example. ‘A church we do 
not require, for in the depth of the thicket, in the for- 
_est, on the water, in the field, and in the dwelling, God 
was always present.” ‘They do not believe in the sal- 
vation of the whole human race, except they believe in 
Jesus Christ. ‘Burial grounds are not required, be- 
cause the body placed in a rough box, and deposited 
beneath the earth some feet below the surface, the 
plough would soon conceal from human eye, and secure 
its safety from all intruders.”” The members of the Ay- 
menish met at each others houses on the first day of the 
week in rotation for worship, when they were addressed 
by a privileged preacher. The Aymenish have been 
always remarkable for industry, frugality, temperance, 
honesty, sincerity, and simplicity, In the year 1775, 
their number in Pennsylvania exct ded three thousand 
persons, 

John Aymen, the founder of the sect, impressed on 
his followers the necessity of wearing the beard. Those 
who are familiar with the early history of Germany, 
know in what veneration the beard was held at that 
period. To be publicly bearded, was to be publicly 
disgraced. He who pulled the beard of another, com- 
mitted an offence which the life only of the offender 
could atone. Shaving the beard, however, commenced 
at an early period, for the Romans began to shave be- 
fore the birth of our Saviour. It is said, that Scipio 
Africanus was so neat in his person, that he shaved every 
day. According to Plutarch, Alexander introduced the 
custom among the Greeks. Louis XIII. of France was 
the first king who ascended the throne without a beard; 
during his reign and the following, the fashion of shav- 
ing became general. The Amenish thought the prac- 
tice unnatural and unseemly. 


Extract of a discourse of an Amish preacher— Translated 
from the German. 


‘¢ Man enters into the world with a burthen of nu- 
merous yices, which he is required to shake off before 
he dies, as necessary to his salvation; but if he shakes 
off all except one, and pursues that one steadily, he 
forfeits divine protection, and that vice in the end proved 
his bitterest punishment. 

** Behold ——; he was your neighbour, and your 
friend, you loved him when he was industrious He was 
happy. One vice finally overcame him—that vice was 
drunkenness—and it has deprived him of farm, of friends, 
of every possession, and placed him in the poor-house. 
This vice has proved his punishment on earth—God 
only knows what will be his fate in Heaven. 

**A murderer night cannot conceal, or light give pro- 
tection—a guilty conscience hurries him on to discovery, 
shame, and the gallows. 

** The gamester rushes through life with a feverish 
anxiety: at one moment, elevating him as it were above 
his fellow mortal; and at another, sinking him into the 
very hell of despondency and care. 

** My friends, no man ever happily ended his career 
who was a slave to vice. The seeds of sin are planted 
in every breast; in some they take deep root, in others 
lightly. To grow, they require nourishment; on you 
that nourishment depends; if you do not foster them, 
happy will be your path to Heaven; but if you cherish 
and promote their growth, they will yield fruit, and the 
fruit will prove misery on earth and woe hereafter. Be- 
lieve me, the path of virtue leads beyond the tomb.” 

John Aymen told his followers to read the Bible, 
*‘for it is, and will ever continue, the great bulwark 
of your faith and confidence: God made man free; he 





the world.” 


Aymen travelled into Germany, and spread his opi- 
nions—most of Kis followers emigrated to Pennsylvania. 
Aymen was converted in Holland, by examining the 
doctrines of Calvin; afterwards he became ambitious of 
forming a sect of his own. 

The following memorial to William Penn, will more 
fully illustrate the principles of the Aymenish. It is 
dated May 20th, 1718, 


To the most worshipful and respectable Proprietor of the 
Province, William Penn, and his Deputy Governor. 


‘* We came to Pennsylvania to seek an asylum, from 
the persecution to which we had been subjected in 
Europe. We knew the character of William Penn, 
and rejoiced God had made such a man. We had been 
told, that the Indian right to the soil had been extin- 
guished by purchase, to enable the ‘conscientiously 
scrupulous’ to settle and enjoy their religious opinions 
without restraint. {[t was with primitive notions, like 
the patriarchs of antiquity, we removed to this ‘land 
of promise;’ but to our grief, surprise, and mortifica- 
tion, the government neither respected the conscience 
of the proprietary, or the faith of the Aymenish: We 
were invited to settle in this land by William Penn. 

‘Listen to us—if you do not, who will? We are re- 
quired to obey laws in whose making we cannot parti- 
cipate. We are governed by the laws of God—you by 
the laws of man. Those. of human authority cannot 
control us, in opposition to his will declared in the Holy 
Scriptures. We do not attend elections—we enter not 
your courts of justice—we hold no offices, either civih 
or military. 

“We did not object to the payment of our land, be- 
cause it was purchased by William Penn, and you are 
entitled to remuneration; but we do hold it to be a 
grievance, that entertaining nearly the same opinions as 
the respectable society of Friends, should like them be 
subjected to military and civil jurisdictionggespecially, 
when it is recollected that the head eollicuneintan 
whom we now have the honour through you to address, 
is himself a member of that society. The society of 
Friends, at least, ought to have escaped such treatment. 
We are not a little people, for our neighbours, the Men- 
nonists and the Tunkards, are also liable to be insulted 
by the tyrant of authority. 

‘*We came to Pennsylvania to enjoy freedom of 
mind and body, expecting no other imposition than that 
declared by God. As we have been taught to hurt not 
our neighbours, so do we expect that our neighbours 
shall do us no injury. As we cannot contract debts, 
we require no law for their recovery. 

‘If we should be so unfortunate as to have indigent 
neighbours, we shall provide for their wants. Fhe same 
inclination that tends to the preservation of our children, 
prompts to the care of every member of our flock. 

** Conscience, the voice of God, deters us from the 
commission of crime. As we commit ne crime, hard is 
it for us to suffer for those of others. We ought not to 
be compelled to pay for the maintenanee of convicts. 

** We ask you for permission to pass our lives in in- 
nocence and tranquility. Let us pursue our avocations 
unmolested. We respect your rights—respect our cus- 
toms. We ask nothing of you but what the Word of 
God can justify.””* 


The preachers, both of the Aymenish and Mennon- 
ists, cannot exact money for any services they perform 
as priests—they have no salaries. Say they, “The 
apostles and blessed disciples of our Saviour, preached 
without any expectation of a reward upon earth—look- 
ing only to Heaven for an eternity of bliss.’” 

* The message sent to the Sheriff of Lancaster and 
Chester counties, to exempt Aymenish and Mennonists 
from serving on the jury, was probably in consequence 
of the memorial. 
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When the Aymenish first settled on the Pequai, its 
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{Manes 


made eut in the name of Carpenter. The Zimmerman’s 


woods were infested with wolves and panthers; these | are now known by the English name of Carpenter. 


animals commitied great depredatians,especially among 
the sheep. 
cause they would not atiempt to destroy them. The 
Amish said in justification, “ That they considered it a 
crime to deprive any of God’s creatures of life, except 
those which God gave us for our use; that to instruct 


youth in the use of fire-arms, would be to lead them to}. 


eternal ruin.” “You,” said an old Aymenish to a hun- 


ter, ** pursue the deer, the fox, and the squirrel, and | 


neglect not only yeur farm but your family. We give 
your children bread, when you leave them destitute. 
You are improvident—we are provident. Your race will 
be short—ours will be long. In the eve of the Almighty, 
who discharges his duty? You, or 1?” 

Some suppose this sect to be called Amish from the 
book of Amos, but the name is derived from Aymen, 


their founder; and they are preperly called Aymenish, | 


although most generally Amish. 
It will appear from a perusal of this history, that the 


Amish and Mennonists expected to have enjoyed all | 
the rights, privileges, and immunities, of free and inde- | 
pendent communities, when they settled in Pennsyl. | 


vania. 

A distinguished leader of the Tunkards said: 
a matter of surprise to us, that the Friends do not live 
altogether in a little community of their own; and each | 
sect in the same manner—all separate and distinct from | 
each ether.” . 

Again, “Let the more peaceable societies be placed | 
in the centre, and the warlike on the frontier; each can | 


then enjoy their peculiar wishes.” | 


Biographical notice of Emanuel Zimmerman. 


Henry Zimmerman arrived in Pennsvivania in the | 
year 1698, and returned afterwards to Europe for his | 
family, whom he brought out in 1706; and settled first | 
in Germantown, and removed within the present bounds 
of Lancaster county (then Chester county) in 1717. 

Emanuel Zimmerman, son of Heagry, was the most dis- 
tinguished of all the early settlers. He possessed fiom | 
nature an ardent love for liberty in every form—zealous | 
and active in every pursuit. His mind was finely organiz- | 
ed; and he enjoyed an unbounded inftuence over the | 
whole settlement. Tunkers, Aymenish, Lutherans, Cal- | 
vinists, and Mennonists, all applied to him on any emer- | 
gency. He possessed as strong a constitutien as intel. | 
lect. He was born in Switzerland, in the year 1702, | 
and died in the year 1780. He lived beloved, and died | 
Jamented, by all denominations. He was in every sense | 
an honest man—aiways just, liberal, and tolerant. He | 
was arbiter in all matters of dispute among his neigh- | 
bours; and from his decisions they never appealed, such 
was the confidence in his integrity. 

The memorial of the Aymenish and Mennonists, 
breathes the spirit of a William Tell. It was written 
probably by Emanuel Zimmerman, as his name is at- 
tached to it, on behalf of the Amish, Mennonists, &c. 

‘The memorial is dated May 20th, 1718. William 
Penn died on the 30th of July in the same year, in Eng- 
land. Sir William Keith was deputy governor; and it | 
does net appear, from any record that I can trace, that | 
he ever acted upon the memorial. 

Patrick Gordon was deputy governor in the year 
1730, and probably he bad seen the memorial before he 
sent the message to the Sheriff of Lancaster county. 

The memorial presented to the General Assembly, 
requesting the passage of a law permitting affirmatiens 
to be taken in a court of justice, is signed Emanuel Zim. 
merman (now Carpenter). 


The officers of the Land Office received instructions | 


from the proprietaries, to Anglify the German names, as 
far as practicable, in giving out patents. 

When Zimmerman applied for his patent, the ques- 
tion was asked, in what name? Zimmerman; that is Car- 
penter in English. The patent should, therefore, be 


The hunters would laugh at the Amish, be-| large families. 


«Tt is | 


Henry Zimmerman left seven sons, six of whom left 
Their descendants are among the most 
respectable of the city and county of Lancaster. 


Emanuel Re'gart, Jr. Esq. gave the following inform. 

ation: . 

Emanuel Zimmerman was appointed Presiding Just- 

ice of the Court of Common Pleas of Lancaster county, 

in the vear 1760; and filled that office until his death. 
1, The Aymenists believe that all will be judged ac- 


| cording to their merits; and that no one will be saved, 


unless he believe in Jesus Christ. 

2. In some of their societies they have burial grounds, 

5. They have also meeting-houses in some places, 
but acknowlege they have deviated from the customs 
of their ancestors. 

4. Originally they were all Mennonists, but their sect 
took the name of Aymenists from Aymen, their found- 
er, and are called Aymenists. An intelligent member 
of the Aymenists says, that in Germany the Aymenists 
are called Menists; and are distinguished only from the 
Mennonists, by the) Seards and peculiarity of customs. 

Henry Zimmerman settled his numerous family in 
Pequai valley. He wasa Lutheran. 

It appears from these remarks of Mr. Reigart, that 
the Aymenish have deviated from the customs of their 
ancestors, in the e~ection of meeting-houses, and forma- 
tion of burial grounds, 

Lancaster county is chicfly indebted to the Germans 
fur its present celebrity. This county posseses highly 
cultivated and luxuriant vallies—solid and substantial 
stone houses and barns—large and excellent orchards— 
the choicest fruit and best of cattle. Its scenery is not 
deficient, for it has wood and water—mountain and yal- 
ley—hill and dale. All happily combining to attract the 
admiration of the traveller— 

“Come he from what delicious clime he may.” 

Note.—Dr. John George Zimmerman, the interesting 
author of the Essays on Solitude, had it in contempla- 
tion at a late period of his life, to follow his family to 
Pennsylvania. In 1782, ‘* The secret society of the 
Illuminati” spread throughout all Germany, and threat- 
ened to involve it in one general ruin, Zimmerman raised 
his voice and pen against the powerful conspiracy. He 
pursued his course with such untiring zeal, that his 
health began to decline, and his mind to despond. He 
became apprehensive, that the secret daggers of the 
influential members would find an entrance into his 
heart. So great was his alarm, that in the year 1795, 
he thought it better to remove into Pennsylvania; but 
his constitution was broken, and he fell a victim to the 
violence of his exertions. His mind became afflicted 
with painful illusions of fancy, and he fell their victim 
on the 7th of October, 1795. 


Note.—Most of these peculiarities of the Aymenists, 
have been taken from manuscripts brought to America 
by the first settlers. It is now difficult to trace frem 
what particular part of Germany the Aymenists came, 
as their records are so imperfect. The publication of 
this work may possibly elicit some further information. 
I have taken pains to get all the intelligence in my 
power, which, however imperfect it may be, will still 
throw light on the early history of the province. 

Emanuel Reigart, Jr. Esq. the great grand son of 
Emanuel Zimmerman, applied to a number of intelli- 
gent. members of the Mennonist and Aymenist sects; 
but they could give no additional information. 

The Aymenists expressed much pleasure to Mr. Rei- 
gart, on hearing the account ef the Amish read; and are 
pleased that an opportunity will probably be afforded 
them, of purchasing a printed history of their sect. 


Note.—It will be remarked, that the name of this sect 


is differently spelt in different places throughout this 
work. I have adhered to the original, when I find it 
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spelt Omish, I write it Omish—when Aymenish, Aymen- 
ists. The name originally was Aymenists; but this pro- 
nunciation confounded them in a degree with that of 
Mennonists—the termination of the last syllable was 
altered, so as to read and be pronounced Aymenish. 

In an early letter of a settler, is the following extract: 
“We have received from Germany a peculiar people, 
with long beards, &c. I asked a venerable man the 
mame of the sect—it was some time before he under- 
stood me—the answer was Homish.’’ 

They still go by this name, Homish, among the Eng- 
lsh settlers. 

The answer of the old Aymenist, is supposed to have 
been Omish, pronounced Ommish. 

Some of the Amish date the origin of their sect as far 
back as the time of Ammonius; and derive their name 
from him, Ammonists, then Ammonish, lastly Omish. 
Kt is supposed that Aymen embraced some of the pe- 
culiar opinions of Ammonius; hence the reason why 
this sect was also called Ammonists. 


- 


PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 


Tuvurspay, February 24th, 

Srxrect Councir.—Mr. Neff presented a petition for 
the erection ofa Western Market House, which was re- 
ferred to Committee on Markets. 

Mr. Fox presented a petition for paving Leiper street. 
Keferred to Paving Committee. 

Mr. Wotrel presented a petition for paving Walnut 
street, west of Broad street. Referred to Paving Com- 
mittee. 

Also two petitions praying that chains may be erect- 
ed across Second street, between Pine and South 
streets, on market days, which were referred to Com- 
mittee on Markets. 

A communication was received from the Directors of 
the Public Schools, which was referred to the Paving 
Comniittee. 

A communication from the city Commissioners was 
received, relative to the situation of the public wharf, 
at Chesnut street, on Schuylkill, and was referred to 
Messrs. Worrell, Fox, Patterson and Ryan. 

The following communication relative to Wills’ lega- 
cy was received. 

the President of the Select and Common C -ncils of 
the City. 

Gentlemen,—The Supreme Court has rendered judg- 
ment in favour of the city in the suit against James 
Wills’ executors; and the committee having instructed 
us that it was inexpedient to pursue the exceptions 
which had been filed to the accounts of the executors 
in regard to the amount of their compensation, it only 
rgmains now for the city to receive from them the funds 
in their hands, and to give the proper discharge. Chese 
funds are as follows: 


Cash, - - - $1808 66 
U. S. 5 per cents at par . - 77,765 60 
Penna. do. do. - . 15,541 69 
Philada. do. do. - - - 5,300 00 
Bond of Theodore F. Talbot, invested to sc- 

cure annuity to Rachael Wise, 4,000 00 


$104,401 95 





We have the honour of submitting to the bodies over 
which you preside, the propriety of authorising some 
one or more of the officers of the city to accept a trans- 
fer of these funds on behalf of the city, and to give to the 
executors a legal acquittance. 

We have the honor to be, very respectfully, 
ob’t serv’ts. HOR. BINNEY, 

JOHN M. SCOTT, 
R. W. SYKES. 
J. K. KANE, Solicitor, 
Counsel in the cause. 
Mr. Duane as Chairman of the Committee to whom 
Vor. VII. 20 


your 


was referred the bill for a company to make a canal 
around the western abutment of the Permanent Bridge, 
made the following report and resolution, and 200 co- 
pies of it were ordered to be printed. 

“The committee of the Select and Common Councils 
of Philadelphia, which was appointed on the 10th inst. 
to inquire and report ‘*Whether any interference or 
action, on the part of Councils, is necessary, in relation 
to the contemplated formation of a canal at or near the 
western abutment ofthe Permanent Bridge over the 
river Schuylkill,” respectfully report: 

On the 25th of January last, a bi‘l was read in the 
House of Representatives of Pennsylvania, entitled 
“An Act to authorise the Governor to incorporate a 
company to make a canal navigation around the western 
abutment of the Permanent Bridge over the river 
Schuylkill at the City of Philadelphia.” 

On the 31st of the same month, one of the city re- 
presentatives transmitted a copy of this bill to the 
Presidents of the Select and Common Councils, who 
laid it before Councils at their next meeting, on the 
10th inst. when your committee were appointed. 

On the 15th inst. before any inquiry could be made or 
report presented, the bill above mentioned, was passed 
by the house of representatives. 

Your committee regret that a decision was not defer- 
red in the house of representatives, if for no other reason, 
because whilst the bill was under its consideration, the 
discussion of its merits was unrestrained; but now that 
one branch of the legislature has decided, your commit- 
tee feel a delicacy, which nothing but a decided sense 
of public duty on their part could controul. 

As soon as your committee were appointed they im- 
partially sought for and obtained information from those 
who seemed to be most anxious for the canal, we mean 
the owners of real estate, north of Vine street, on the 
Schuylkill eastern front, and from the Permanent 
Bridge Company, who, if not actually opposed to the 
canal, suggested such doubts as to its characterand ten- 
dency, as to excite serious apprehensions. Each of 
those parties frankly admitted, that its course was toa 
certain degree influenced by considerations of private 
interest; but, at the same time, each asserted, and your 
committee are not disposed to deny, that a proper re- 
gard for the public welfare was a moving motive. 

Your committee expressed their conviction that Coun- 
cils were anxious to promote every public work; likely 
to improve the city and adjacent districts, and that they 
would not suffer themselves to be influenced by any 
partial considerations or private results: that few public 
works could be made, without in some way or other af- 
fecting the interests of individuals, favourably or unfa- 
vourably: and that the question, which your committee 
would respectfully submit to Councils, would be— 
whether the public benefits likely to be derived from the 
proposed canal, would be of such a nature as to war. 
rant the probable interruption and gradual disuse of the 
greatest highway in the United States. 

This question your committee now respectfully sub- 
mit. In considering it, they will, in the first place ob- 
serve, that, judging from the bill before the Legisla- 
ture, no question seems to have been raised, in framing 
it, as to the effects of the proposed canal upon the pub- 
lic interests at large; it would appear that two parties 
only were considered as vitally concerned, namely, 
the permanent bridge company and the proposed ca- 
nal company: those parties seem to have been negotiat- 
ing, and to have gone to the legislature, rather to sanc 
tion their compromises than to deliberate upon a work 
of deep interest to the whole community. For it will 
be found, that, when investigation is directed to be 
made as to the probable effect of the canal, the inquiry 
is not to be, whether the public will suffer, but wheth- 
er the safety and solidity of the bridge will be affected: 
and whenever penalties are to be recovered, for impedi- 
ments or interruptions, those penalties are to” be had 
by the bridge company. On these characteristics of 
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the bill, no comment is needful; it is sufficient to say, 


that in the opinion of your committee, the measure has 
not been submitted to the legislature, in the way which 
its magnitude demanded. We do not enquire how 
many, or whether any petitions were presented in fa- 
vour of a work, which is stated to be so important; but 
we beg leave to say, that in our opinion, the friends of 
the measure should have, in the first place asked the 
legislature, to sanction a scientific and lecal inquiry 
and examination, as a preliminary step, in relation to 
such a work, as does not exist at least in the United 
States: And its friends should be able to point to any 
work, elsewhere of a similar description, introduced in 
a similar place, without public detriment: But, instead 
of any lights of this kind, having been first shed upon 
a subject confessedly obscure, the legislature were at 
once asked to authorise an irresponsible company to 
construct a work, as if its usefulness was obvious, and 
as if no fears of injury could arise. 

When your committee say, that the bill before the 
legislature contemplates the interruption of the great- 
est high way inthe United States, they are sustained, as 
to the interruption by the bill itself, and as to the na- 
ture of the high way by the knowledge and observa- 
tiun of every one, who is acquainted with Philadelphia 
and its vicinity. 

The high way, which the bill proposes to sever,is not 
only in effect, a street of the city of Philadelphia, which 
must speedily be the scene of great business,—it is not 
merely the main link that connects Philadelphia with 
Pennsylvania—but it is the great medium of intercourse 
between the eastern states and the states west and south 
of Philadelphia. 

Indeed, it is not possible, by mere description,to give 
an adequate conception of the vast importance of the 
high way west ofthe permanent bridge; comprehend- 
ing the great Lancaster and Pittsburgh turnpike road, 
the southern mail route, and various public avenues 
leading to the heart of Pennsylvania. Personal obser- 
vation, at all seasons, and a!most at all hours, satisfies 
your committee in designating this high way as the 
greatest in the United States—as one in which, every 
part of Pennsylvania, and perhaps we might say, of the 
United States, has an interest. 

At present, this great high way and the connecting 
bridge are not only in a condition, such as the interest 
of the nation, state and city, demand—a condition per- 
fectly safe and uninterrupted; but they are honorable 
monuments of the wisdom of Pennsylvania, and of the 
enterprise and public spirit of her citizens. 
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may enter into litigation. soon to be abandoned with 
disgust; others may persevere: until loss of time and 
money shall swell the measure of their wrongs; and in 
the meantime, confidence will be diminishing, other 
routes will be sought for and carefully pointed out, 
trade will be diverted from its natural channel, and that 
which is now at once a protection and an ornament will 
become a scene of vexation and decay. 

It is represented to your committee, it is true, that a 
new section was introduced into the bill, before it was 
passed by the house of repesentatives, reserying a pow- 
er to the state to abolish this canal if found pernicious 
to the public; but with deference, your committee must 
be allowed to say, that if, inany cause, such legislation 
is correct, it cannot beso in relation to a measure of 
such magnitude as that under consideration. So fear- 
ful are the representavies of the people that the pro- 


ject will be injurious—so seriously do they doubt, 


whether good or evil will result, that they deem it ne- 
cessary to reserve the right toabate the work as a pub- 
lic nuisance! Now, your committee conceive, that no 
charter ought to be granted, whilst such serious appre- 
hensions exist,and that those apprehensions are well 
founded your committee are convinced, the great in- 
terests of the public ought not to be hazarded,under an 
expectation that a nuisance may be removed: it will not 
be easy toabate such a nuisance, the stock may pass 
into the hands of widows and orphans, and many pun- 
gent reasons may be offered for claiming from the pub- 
lic treasury a remuneration for loss which could not 
have been sustained under sound legislation; and in 
the meantime,how could the public at large be re- 
dressed? when would confidence be restored, or trade 
and intercourse return? 

Let it be observed, that the penalties and reservations, 
referred to, are not the result of alarm excited by your 
committee; the bill, as solemnly passed by the house of 
representatives merely confirms apprehensions, enter- 
tained, although not expressed—it,in truth loudly calls, 
not only on the citizens of Philadelphia, but on all 
those in Pennsylvania and elsewhere, who have an in- 
terest in the great highway, to arouse and reflect upon 
the nature and tendency of the proposed work. 

Your committee, then, cannot err, in saying, that a 
measure of so doubtful a character is not warranted, un- 


| less some object of deep concern, if not of absolute ne- 


cessity, to the public, is to be attained, and can in no 
other way be affected. It will not be seriously con- 
tended, that an existing and universally useful work 
should be put in jeopardy, to promote some local or 


That any change, be it what it may, must render this | partial object. 


great high way less safe and commodious, than it at 


What then, is the complaint? and what is the end to 


present is, must be admitted by all candid persons. Let | be accomplished? 


it be remarked, then that the bill before the legislature 


in its prominent features, contemplates various sorts of 
interruption and obstruction, as the consequences of 


the proposed canal—it, in effect, proclaims, that inter- 
ruption will be the’necessary consequence, and then 
makes provision by penalties to prevent, if possible that 
unhappy result. This is itself sufficient to cast the 
mantle of doubt around the project, if not to raise the 
arm of hostility against it. The proposition is to give 
to a corporation, with a capital of only $20,000, the 
power to cut asunder this great social artery—and then, 
after it shall have been cut, if damages shall ensue 
another corporation, the bridge company, are permitted 
to sue for penalties, which the officers of that company, 
in the presence of your committe, asserted, without 
contradiction on the part of the friends of the canal 
also present, could not be recovered by legal process! 

_ Itis not, indeed to be fancied, that the many penal- 
ties prescribed in the bill,were introduced without ade- 
quate motives: the house of representatives must have 
had such fears and doubts as yourcommittee entertain: 
of what use, then, let us ask,are all the provisions about 
penalties, evenifthe penalties could be recovered— 
the evil will haye been brought into operation; some 








It is complained, that vessels with masts cannot as- 
cend above the Permanent Bridge. In the first place, 
those who make this complaint, have no hesitation in 
asking the legislature to impair a great public high 
way, guaranteed by time and by law to the public; 
they do not stop to inquire whether real estate east and 
west of the bridge will or will not be affected; they 
overlook the consideration that vast investments have 
been made upon the confidence of the permanency of 
this great high way; and yet those, who thus overlook 
the rights and interests of others, evince a keen sensi- 
bility about their own alleged rights. 

If, indeed, there was now for the first time, a propo- 
sition before the legislature to make a permanent 
bridge over the Schuylkill, and if those asking it shew- 
ed utter indifference as to the rights and interests of the 
owners of property north of Hig street, those owners 
might with justice complain, for it is indisputable, that 
an uninterrupted navigation, like an uninterrupted 
road, is preferable to one that is inany way obstructed: 
on this point, there could be no difficulty, were the 
question pending, but the case is quite different; a 
bridge of vast public utility has existed, for above a 
quarter ofa century; complaint, if correct, could have 
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been madethirty years ago, when it was proposed; the 
legislature would not have sanctioned a public evil; as 
the connected bridge was sanctioned, it is fair to infer 
that no complaint was made, or navigation by vessel 
with masts insisted upon. ‘Then, it is to be remarked, 
that few, if any of those who now complain of obstruc- 
tion, owned their present property when the bridge 
was proposed or made; they purchased their lots, with 
the obstructing bridge before their eyes, they bought 
them, subject to such incumbrance as the bridge creat- 
ed, and in paying for them that incumbrance constitu- 
ted a part of the price. It isnot correct, therefore to 
pretend, that any advantage was taken by the legisla- 
ture, or by individuals, or that the present owners were 
taken by surprise or deprived of any right, nor is it fair 
to say, that the owners of property below the bridge 
have an incorrect advantage; if those below the bridge 





have any advantage beyond that of those above it, if 


their rents are higher, so was the price which they 
paid; and it is probable that the rent above and below 
will ere long, if it does not now bear a fair proportion to 
the respective prices paid by the owners. 

Let us in the next place inquire, what is the. benefit 
to be gained, for the acquisition of which it is proposed 
to sever a great public road. It is said, that the trade 
of the Schuylkillis daily becoming more & more import- 
ant,and that in a short time both shores of the river will 
be required for its introduction and use. In this toa 
certain extent, your committee concur, but they do not 
admit that at any time, such extensive shores will be 
lined with vessels with masts, or that such extensive 
shores are necessary to the accommodation of sucli ves- 
sels. The whole extent of both shores, from the upper 
bridge to the southern boundary of the city, is about 
seventeen thousand feet, more than thrice as great as 
the whole shipping front of the city of Philadelphia on 
the Delaware; now it cannot be seriously said, that, the 
shores of the Schuylkill will bein greater requisition 
than the front of Philadelphia in its greatest prosperity; 
it surely will be admitted, that the shores of the Schuyl- 
kill, below High street, 7000 feet in extent, will be 
adequate to the accommodation of all vessels with masts 
that can ascend the Schuylkill, for its trade, when it is 
recollected that the front for all the trade of the city on 
the Delaware is but 5318 feet. 

Yet one would suppose, from what is said on the 
subject, that, unless the Legislature break up the great 
avenue to the city, or in other words, unless vessels with 
masts pass above the bridge, the trade of the Schuyl- 
kill will be checked; but nothing is more visionary than 
such an apprehension; the trade ofthe Schuylkill does 
not rest upon so slender a basis, its greatness cannot be 
abridged or enlarged by the diminution or addition of 
wharves; the trade is great, because the Schuylkill is 
the lap, into which canals pour, the agricultural and 
mineral wealth of the interior of this great state, that 
wealth will be poured out tothe benefit of the state and 
its metropolis, if a wharf should not exist above High 
street. It is true, it would in a limited degree be use- 
ful if vessels with masts could proceed above High 
street, but the public benefit of such a state of things is 
utterly unequal to the mischief, that would result from 
the means proposed to eflect it; it does not follow, that, 
because vessels with masts shall not ascend above High 
street, the produce of the Schuylkill will have no mar- 
ket; it does not follow, if such vessels shall not ascend, 
that improvement, trade and population on the Schuyl- 
kill north of High street will not exist; all those evi- 
dences of public prosperity are not dependent upon 
such a contingency, they exist where a sail is never 
seen oran anchor weighed. So, that as to the public, 
no fears can exist; and thus we reach the only inconve- 
nience that really can be apprehended; namely, that 
the owners of lots above the bridge will not at once reakize 
rents as high as those rents be, if vessels with masts 
could lie at their wharves. We admit that this is an in- 
convenience, but we have suggested that it was one, 
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which, on the purchase, must have been forseen; and 
we will add, that this state of things is not peculiar; 
there is no new road made or work erected, which does 
not change the relative state of some portion of our citi- 
zens; it is net practicable to put all persons or places 
upon an equality, 

That your committee take an extended, and not a 
limited or local yiew of this question, must be obvious 
from the fact, that they have not yet spoken of the in- 
terest,which the city has in the prosperity of the Schuyl- 
kill margin,above High street. ‘Ihe city of Philadelphia 
has a front, front High to Vine street, of 2150 feet, it is 
her interest that improvement,trade and population shall 
spread along that margin. It will not be believed, that 
your committee heedlessly overlook these considera. 
tions, orthat they are not anxious for the welfare of 
their constituents. They are fully aware of the stake 
which the city has, but they deem the deprivation of 
access, by vessels with masts, as an inconvenience that 
is trivial, when contrasted with the consequences that 
would result from the proposed canal. The property 
above the bridge, must, from necessity, advance in val- 
ue and usefulness; it needs no stimulant; it constitutes a 
valuable part of the basin, into which vast agricultural 
and mineral wealth is daily poured. Time, not remote, 
will bring it into activity, but to hasten the arrival of 
that time, your committee trust, that the legislature will 
not jeopard greater interests elsewhere. 

Your committee, therefore, report, as the unanimous 
opinion of the undersigned, that the interference of the 
Select and Common Councils, on the question herein 
consideied, is necessary; they believe that the public 
advantage anticipated by its friends, would not be re- 
alized from the passage of the bill, and that the private 
inconvenience, foretold to individuals, from its rejection, 
are in a great measure imaginary. Such is the great 
and growing prosperity of the state and of its commer- 
cial metropolis, that every part of that metropolis must 
advance in improvement, value and ornament. 

Under this impression your committee respectfully 
submit the following resolution: 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils of the 
City of Philadelphia, that the senators and representa- 
tives of the city of Philadelphia, in the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, be requested to use all proper means to 
prevent the passage of the bill No. 117 on the files of 
the house of representatives, entitled ‘‘an act to author- 
ise the goveror to incorporate a company to make a ca- 
nal navigation round the western abutment of the Per- 
manent Bridge over the river Schuylkill at the city of 
Philadelphia.” 

Common Councit.—Mr. Johnson presented the fol- 
lowing comunication from Mr. Evan Rogers, which was 
referred to the Paving Committee in conjunction with 
the City Solicitor. 

To the Select and Common Councils of the City of Phil- 
adelphia. 

Gentlemen—Intending to erect four new buildin 
on the north side of Locust between Eighth and Wash- 
ington streets, I called upon the City Surveyor,who in- 
formed me that the north line of Locust street agreeable 
to the present plan of the city is about four feet north 
of the line called for, in my title papers. 

This difference I am informed arises from some hate 
regulation of the City, making Locust from Washington 
to Eighth, fifty feet wide, in place of forty feet, as ori- 
ginally laid out. 

I am desirous to have the line fixed as soon as possi- 
ble, tocommence building, and would respectfully beg 
leave to call your early attention to the subject. 

Respectfully, EVAN ROGERS, 

A communication from the Commissioners of the 
Northern Liberties with a copy of their ordinances was 
received. 

Mr. Oldenberg, offered the following report and 
resolution which were adopted. 

The Committee to whom was referred the communi- 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CONTROLLERS OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 
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cation of the City Commissioners respecting the renting 
of the cellar under the City Hall for a term more than 
one year, beg leave to report that they are of opinion 
that it would be tothe interest of the city to rent it for 
aterm longer than one year, and not exceeding three 
years; therefore beg leave to offer the following reso- 
lution. 

Resolved, That the City Commissioners with the 





concurrence of the above Committee be authorised to | 


rent the cellar under the City Hall for a term not ex- 
ceeding three years. 

Mr. Johnson offered the following resolution which 
was adopted by the Common Council, but was laid on 
the table in the Select Council, 

Resolved, by the Select and Common Councils, that 
the Committee on Wills’ Legacy, be requested to réport 
to Councils at their next one on the expediency of 
making such disposition of the funds held in trust by 
the Corporation as will best accord with the intentions 
of the Testator. 

The Councils adjourned to meet again on Tuesday 
evening next. Phil. Gaz. 





THIRTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE 
CONTROLLERS OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 


For the First School District of Pennsylvania, with their 
Accounts. 

Complying with the direction of the act of the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the Commonwealth, the Controllers of 
the Public Schools, for the First School District of the 
State of Pennsylvania, submit their thirteenth annual 
Report. 

By official returns from the respective sections, it ap- 
pears that FOUR THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SEVEN 
CHILDREN, attend the following Schools, viz. 














schools conducted in the ordinary manner, cost twelve 
dollars per annum. 

The money heretofore borrowed in anticipation of the 
receipt of the taxes, has been paid, and no debt exists 
against the city and county of Philadelphia on account 
of education. 

A number of respectable individuals have during the 
last year been qualified to teach, by attending the mo- 
del, and other schools; and some of them have found 
employment in the interior of Pennsylvania. By these 
means, the Lancasterian system is gradually spreading 
through the state, where the population is dense enough 
to render its adoption convenient. 

The Controllers, not unmindful of the discretionary 
power conferred by the legislative enactment of 1828, 
offered a premium for a system of discipline, lessons, 
and other means adapted to the instruction of children 
under five years of age, which was to embrace econo- 
my, efficiency, and simplicity in its details, but though 
several essays of various merit were received, none of 
them answered the contemplated end. Further efforts 
will be employed to obtain a method, according to which 
an infant school may be commenced and regulated, in 
an apartment which has been appropriated for that pur- 
pose in the building on Chester street. When the de- 
sired experiment shall be fully made, and the utility 
and cost of an approved mode of infantile training be 
ascertained, the Controllers will feel themselves better 
qualified than they now are, to authorise the establish- 
ment of seminaries of the kind in question. It is be- 
lieved, that the organization and support of such nurse- 
ries, throughout this extensive and thickly settled dis- 
trict, would require more than double the liberal 
expenditure of money at present contributed by the 
people, for the education of youth between the ages of 
five and fourteen years. Prudence and justice, and a 


Boys. Girls. Total, | due regard for the interests of those whose industry and 
Model School,........++e++eeeeees 269 174 443 | property are taxed, demand that no unnecessary bur- 
Locust street,.....+++-seeeee renee e275 224 499 | dens be laid upon them; because if discontent should, 
Northern Liberties, Third street,. 577 293 670 | on this account, be reasonably excited, the pecuniary 
_ Do. Franklin street, 56 59 115 | support which is deemed adequate, and now cheerlully 
Kensington, ..+.-++eeeeeeeeeeceees 188 220 408 | bestowed for public instruction may be altogether with- 
as 5a ocak vcs ceseg cre c cede 298 695 | held. 
Moyamensing,.......-..eeeeeeeee 196 222 418} An impartial and strict review of the affairs of the 
Penn Township,.....-+.+-.++++6-. 230 223 453 | valuable institution committed to their general super- 
BED UNIO Svc caccossocccesis 104 60 164 | vision, enables the Controllers to assure their constitu- 
I, vind bsg ov nesdseves 138 120 258 | ents, that it is in an eminently prosperous condition. It 
Lombard street, (coloured,) ...... 257 267 504 | is rendered so by the fidelity of the teachers—by the 
Northern Liberties, (coloured, ).... 16 14 30 | assiduous attention of the gentlemen who compose the 
respective boards of directors-—and by the discernment 
DNS Wiibds Sae0 wat bo kee 2483 2174 4657 | and increasing good will of parents, who more than at 


In the country parts of the district, seven aunpRED 
AND FOURTEEN PuPits have been at School; these added | 
to those taught in the city, and adjoining corporations, | 
shows the whole number under instruction at the pub- | 
lic expense, since the last report, to have been rryx 
THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-ONE. 

During thirteen years, THIRTY-NINE THOUSAND EIGHT 
HUNDRED AND SIXTEEN CHILDREN have enjoyed the bene- 
fits of education, administered by the efficient system 
established in the law of 1818, : 

From the annexed accounts, it will be seen that the 
Controllers have drawn orders upon the county treasurer 
for thirty-two thousand one hundred dollars and seventy- 
Jive cents, of which sum eighteen thousand one hundred | 
and fifty dollars and twenty-eight cents is charged to the | 
support of Lancasterian Schools; five thousand three 
hundred and seventy-four dollars and forty-three cents to | 
real estate,* and school furniture; and eight thousand | 
Jive hundred and seventy-six dollars and four cents to tui- | 
tion in the country sections. 

The expense of each pupil taught on the plan of mu- 
tual instruction, is four dollars; whilst those who attend 








* Four thousand nine hundred and twelve dollars and 
fifty eight cents, for real estate in the fourth section, | 
eomplcting school-house, &c. 


i 


any former period encourage their children to embrace 
the manifest advantages which the public schools dis- 
pense. The latter circumstance conclusively proves, 
that the exertions recently employed to disaffect those 
for whose relief this provision was ordained, have been 
unavailing. 

At a time like the present, when efforts are openly 
made to lay waste the foundations of virtue, and moral 
order, it is of vast moment that the susceptible minds of 
children, in every condition of life, should be fortified 
against the pernicious sentiments so boldly, and often so 
availingly promulgated. ‘Their hearts ought to be im- 
pressed, and their understandings enlightened, with en- 
nobling views of the benign and enduring principles of 
christianity. This duty is not emitted towards the pupils 
in the Public Schools. As, however, they are composed 
of the offspring of persons of various professions,no sect- 
arian opinions are allowed to beinculcated. The Moly 
Scriptures, without note or comment, being the only 
authority, on sacred subjects, permitted by the Control- 
lers to be read or quoted. 

With a consoling and animating conviction, that num- 
berless benefits flow from the means of intellectual cul- 
tivation afforded to our youth by the law which they 
administer, the Controllers feel bound to solicit for it 
the continued patronage of the people; and, above all, 
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they would commend the interesting objects of its care 
to the favour of Heaven. 
On behalf of the Board, 
ROBERTS VAUX, President. 
Attested—T. M. Perrit, Secretary. 
Chamber of Controllers, (February, ) é 
2d month, 22, 1831. 





The Controllers of the Public Schools of the First 
School District of the State of Pennsylvania, report, 
that from the Ist day of January, 1830, to the 31st day 
of December, same year, they drew orders on the Trea- 
surer of the County, agreeably to the Act of the Legis- 
lature authorising the same, amounting to $32,100 75. 

The whole of which is charged as follows: — 
Mopext Scuoor—Chester street. 

Teachers’ salaries, stationary, fuel, &c. 

First Secrion—Comprehending the City of 
Philadelphia. 

Teachers’ salaries, stationary, fuel, rent, &c. 5,988 08 

Sxconp Secrion—Comprehending part of the 
Northern Liberties. 

Teachers’ salaries, stationary, fuel, 

&e. $3,854 48 

Real estate, 182 82 © 
4,037 30 


$1,846 06 








Tatrpy Sectrion—Comprehending Southwark. 
Teachers’ salaries, stationary, fuel, 
ground rent, $1,974 19 
School furniture, 26 50 
—— 2,000 69 
Foortu Secrion—Comp’ing Penn Township. 
‘Teachers’ salaries, stationary, fuel, 
- &e. $1,462 03 
Real estate, 4,912 58 
School furniture, 252 53 











6,627 14 

Ninta Section—Comprehend’g Moyamensing. 
Teachers’ salaries, stationary, rent, fuel, &c. 2,063 06 

GENERAL ExpENSES—Paid salary of secretary, 
advertising, books, and other incidental ex- 
penses, 962 38 

$23,524 71 
The Controllers further report, that under the pro- 

vision of the Act of Assembly, passed the 23d day of 

January, 1821:— 

For the Directors of the Second Section, for 
that part of the Northern Liberties and Ken- 
sington not comprised in the Lancasterian 
system, the Controllers drew orders for $1,464 68 

The Directors of the Fourth Section, for that 
part of Penn Township not comprised in 
the Lancasterian system, the Controllers 
drew orders for 

The Directors of the Fifth Section, comprising 
the Townships of Oxford, Lower, Dublin, 
Byberry,and Moreland, the Controllers drew 
orders for 

The Directors of the Sixth Section, comprising 
the Townships of Germantown, Roxborough 
and Bristol, the Controllers drew orders for 2,549 02 

The Directors of the Seventh Section, com- 
prising the Townships of Blockley and King- 
sessing, the Controllers drew orders for 

The Directors of the Eighth Section, compris- 
ing the Township of Passyunk, the Control- 
lers drew orders for 





1,419 78 


1,612 58 


712 42 
$8,576 04 


RECAPITULATION. 
Lancasterian system, ‘ ‘ ‘ $18,150 28 
Real estate and school furniture, 5,374 43 
Outer Sections, « : , 8,576 04 





$52,100 75 





817 56 | 
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REPORT ON LOTTERIES. 


Mr. Crart, from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
made the following report: 


The following resolution was adopted by the House 
of Representatives on the 31st Janurry: 


“Resolved, That the subject of Lotteries and the vend- 
ing of Lottery Tickets in this Commonwealth, so far as 
the same may have reference to the revenue of this 
State, be referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and that said Committee be instructed to inquire into its 
connexion at this time with the revenue of the State, 
and whether any changes in the existing laws can be 
made of advantage to the State in that view, and to in- 
quire, also, into the expediency of imposing a tax on 
venders of lottery tickets.” 


In pursuance of said resolution, the Committee of 
Ways and Means notified the Union Canal Company, 
and Messrs. Yates and M’Intyre, the assignees of said 
company, in whom are now invested the only lottery 
grants outstanding under the authority of this Common- 
wealth, that your committee weuld proceed to inquire 
into the extent of those grants, their present validity, 
and the propriety of resuming them for the purpose of 
regulating or suppressing privileges which, it has been 
suggested, are productive of the most baneful effects 
upon the morality of society. They also advised the 
company and their assignees, in case they should esta- 
blish the inviolability of their grants, and the fair and 
unimpeachable use of them, to come forward prepared 
to negotiate a surrender of their privileges upon reason- 
able terms. 

The Union Canal Company and their assignees were 
represented before your committee, and every inform- 
ation in their power candidly afforded. Your committee 
will now proceed to present to the House, in as limited 
a space as possibie, the result of their examination and 
deliberation,and reciting from the numerous acts passed, 
only such parts thereof as are indispensable to a correct 
understanding of the subject. 

By an act ef Assembly, April 17, 1795, the Schuylkill 
and Susquehanna Navigation Company, and the Dela- 
ware and Schuylkill Navigation Company, were au- 
thorised to raise by way of lottery $400,000, to be 
applied to carrying on their works. This is called “a 
bounty to enable the company to reduce their tolls as 
low as possible.” 

By the act of 2d April, 1811, the two companies above 
named were incorporated under the name of the Union 
Canal Company, and the consolidated company invested 
with all the estates, rights, and grants, of the old com- 
panies. Up to this period, but $60,000 had been raised 
under the grant to raise $400,000 by lottery. The right 
to raise the residue amounting to $340,000, was con- 
tinued and guaranteed to the new company. 

The acts connected with these grants, exhibit the 
strongest evidence of the deep interestefcit by success- 
ive legislatures, in the promotion of the object of the 
company,-viz. the connexion of the Delaware with tho 
Susquehanna, by means of an artificial navigation. They 
hold out in high relicf the encouragement of the com- 
monwealth to the subscribers, and each act of Assembly 
furnishes additional inducements and invitations to them 
to persevere, ‘to embark their private fortunes in fur- 
therance of an object of great and general importance.” 
All proved unavailing, and the company must have re- 
linquished their attempt, but for the new and extensive 
encouragement of the law of 26th March, 1821. By this 
act, the commonwealth (among other things), for the 
purpose of inducing further subscriptions, pledged her 
fiith to the payment of six per cent. interest to new 
subscribers on shares to the amount of $450,000, said 
guarantee to continue twenty-five years, and authoris- 
ing the company ‘‘ to continue during the said term of 
ore years, to raise by way of lottery any sums that 
may be wanted for the purpose of paying to the holders of 
said stock, the six per cent. as aforesaid. Provided, that 
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whenever the nett proceeds of the tolls shall amount to siz 
per cent. the privilege hereby granted of raising money by 
way of lottery, shall during such time be suspended, except 
8o far as is authorised by existing laws.” Under this in- 
terposition of our public faith, new subscriptions were 
obtained, and the work finished. 


By this brief recital of the acts, it will be seen that 
the State has authorised the company to use the lottery 
privilege to raise the principal sum of $400,000, and the 
sum of $27,000 annually, until the nett tolls of the com- 
pany pay its subscribers six per cent. per annum. 


Of this principal sum, there has been raised (including 
the sum of $60,000, obtained before the act of 1811) the 
sum of $263,927 46, leaving the privilege to the com- 
pany at the value to them of $136,072 54, and in addi- 
tion thereto the annual revenue of $27,000, until the 
tolls pay six per cent. 

By the act of 1811, the company were authorised to 
raise, by way of loan, any sums required, and to mort- 
gage the nett proceeds and avails of the lotteries. Un- 
der this express authority, they have mortgaged this 
lottery privilege for money lent, Third persons are 
thus interested, with whom the State have authorised 
the company to become involved. 

By the same act the company were authorised to sell 
and assign, to any person or persons, this lottery privi- 
lege. Under this authority, the company have sold and 
assigned their privilege to Messrs. Yates and M’Intyre, 
citizens of New York. The contract with them expir- 
ing the Slst December, 1831. : 

. Under these circumstances, the Union Canal Com- 
pavy have no power to surrender this privilege. There 
are three distinct parties who have acquired rights un- 
der these grants. The company cannot even negotiate 
to give up rights, which they have both mortgaged and 
transferred. But as the rights of the assignees, Messrs. 
Yates and M’Intyre, will expire at the close of the cur- 
rent year, and the remaining rights of the company are 
but authorities to raise a certain principal, and a certain 
annual sum, all interested may be fully remunerated by 
a grant of these sums in money, instead of the privilege 
of raising them. The committee submit a resolution, 
by which this House may ascertain the terms upon which 
they can gain an absolute control over this widely 
spreading evil. They will not suppose that the repre- 
sentatives of Pennsylvania will entertain any proposition 
by which a valuable grant (however injurious its train 
of consequences may now appear to us) should be vio- 
lently wrested from individuals, having a full title under 
the commonwealth, without adequate remuneration. 
Should this Legislature be disposed to purchase this 
grant, upon the only terms it can be equitably obtained, 
our successors will be the best judges of the proper 
measures to be instituted for the purpose of regulating 
or repressing lotteries. ‘The only duty we can perform 
in the cause of morality or virtue, will be to authorise 
the extinguishment, by purchase, of the lottery privi- 
leges, which trammel legislative action. 


« The remaining point, to which the attention of this 
committee was directed by the resolution, is, as to the 


authorise the sale of tickets, and then charge for the 
sale of them. 

Could an individual sell an article of property, and 
then charge his assignee for the privilege of selling it 
again? It matters not in what shape the additional price 
is attempted to be exacted, whether in shape of tax on 
offices—on sales—or on the persons of sellers—what- 
ever tax is imposed to diminish the value of a privilege 
the State has fully parted with, is an attempt to reclaim 
some portion of that which she has relinquished. A 
tax on offices, sales, or sellers, is proportionally a di- 
minution of that right indirectly, as a resumption or 
restriction would be directly, Neither course com- 
ports with the dignity or good faith of the Common- 
wealth. 

The Committee close by submitting the following re- 
solution: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
authorised to bring in a bill, appropriating to the Union 
Canal Company on the 31st December, 1831, the prin- 
cipal sum of $136,072 50, (deducting therefrom what- 
ever sum may be realised from their lottery grant be- 
yond the payment of the annual interest, guaranteed to 
said company from the 16th February, 1831, to the said 
3lst December, 1831,) and, after that date, to authorise 
the payment to them of so much of the annual sum of 
$27,000, as the said company may require to redeem 
the guarantee of the State under the acts of 1821—these 
sums to be paid said company upon the condition that 
they, their mortgagees, and all interested in the lottery 


grants to said company, shall fully release the saic 
grants. 





























Statement of the Union Canal Lotteries of Pennsylvania. 
No. 1.—Statement of the nett proceeds of the Union 
Canal Lotteries, up to March 17, 1821, as authorised 
by the act of April 2,1811. 
1814 Jan’y 4, Amount re- 
ceived from Henry Pratt, 
Esq. Manager of the Ist 
class, $8,000 
1817 Jan’y 15. Amount re- 
ceived from Solomon Al- 
len, manager of the 4th 
class, 10,500 
Dec. 13, do. do. 5thclass, 17,250 
1818 June 8, do. do. 6th class, 29,400 
Dec. 18,do. do. 7thclass, 12,000 
1820 Feb. 20, amount received 
from Benjamin B. Howell, 
manager of the 2d and 3d 
classes, 21,000 
May 30. Ditto from Solomon 
Allen, manager of the 8th 
class, 28,500 
1821 March 17, do do. 9thclass, 9,600 


136,250 
Deduct amount expended 
by the old board of manag. rs, 


expediency of imposing a tax on venders of lottery tick-} upto March 17th, 1821, 65,748 43 
ets. It is to be premised, before entering upon this —— 
question, that the sale of foreign lottery tickets, within 70,501 57 


this commonwealth, is prohibited by law, nor is it pro- 
posed to authorise new lotteries, The question then 
must be confined to taxing the sellers of tickets of the 
Union Canal Lottery—the only one authorised by law. 
The right to raise certain sums by way of lottery is 
granted to that company. This right can only be ex- 
ercised by the sale of lottery tickets. Tickets can only 
be sold by sellers, ‘This right of selling tickets by sel- 
lers, the State has then invested in the sellers—for it is 
the only means of enjoying their grant. A tax on vend- 
ers is an additional price—a sum demanded from them, 
for the use and enjoyment of a privilege already sold, 
over and abeve the stipulated price. The State cannot 


This balance was handed over 

to the new board of manag- 

ers as follows: 
In cash, 1,511 61 
U. States 6 per cent.stock, 59,389 96 
Solomon Allen’s note, due 

Oct. 16, 1821, 9,600 00 


ieee 





70,501 57 
The whole of which has been 


expended as follows, viz: 
1825 July 16, interest on loan of 
$550,000, 1302 15 
Oct. 16, do. do. 1456 58 





UNION CANAL LOTTERIES AND TOLLS. 
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1851.) 

1826 Jan’y 16, do. do. $048 00 — 
April 16, do. do. 4181 34 
July 16, do. do. 6486 59 
Oct. 16, do. do. 8130 60 

1827 Jan. 16, do. do. 8247 12 
April 16, do. do. 8250 00 
July 16, do. do. 8250 00 
Oct, 16, do. de. 8250 00 

1828 Jan. 16, do. do. 8250 00 
April 16, in part of interest 

due this day 4649 19 





70,501 57 


No. 2.—Statement of the nett proceeds of the Lotteries 
from January 16th, 1822, to December 25th, 1830. 


1822 Jan’y 16, received from A. 
M‘intyre, 10th class Union 


Canal Lottery $9000 00 
Jan’y 33, do. do. Ist class, 1339 80 
Feb, 18, do. do. 2d 2233 00 
Dec. 4, do. do. 3d 5039 65 


7, do. do. 4th and 5th 8313 56 

1823 April 18, do. do. 6th 6314 00 
do. do. 7thand 8th10,433 50 

Feb. 25, do. do. 9th and 10th 6387 81 
1824 April 14,do. do. 11th & 12th 4775 10 


Nov. 1,do. do. 13th 5374 18 
1825 March 3l.do. do. under 
new contract, Ist payment, 6875 00 
July 1. do. do. 2d 6875 00 
Oct. 4. do. do. Sd 6875 00 
1826 Jan.1. do. do. 4th 6875 00 
March31,do.do,2d year Ist 7125 00 
July 1, do. do. 2d 7125 00 
Oct. 2, do. do. 3d 7125 00 
1827 Jan.J. do. do. 4th 7125 00 
March 3l,do.do, 3d year 1st 7500 00 
June 30, do do. 2d 7500 00 
Sept. 29,do. do, 3d 7500 00 
Dec. 31, do.do. 4th 7500 00 
1828 March 31,do.do. 4th year Ist 7750 00 
June 30, do. do. 2d 7750 00 
Oct. 1, do. do, 3d 7750 00 
1829 Jan. 1, do. do. 4th 7750 00 
April 13, do. do, 5th year Ist 8000 00 
July 6, do. do, 2d 8000 00 
Oct. 6, do. do. 3d 8750 00 
1830 Jan. 1, do. do. 4th 8250 00 
April 1, do. new contract, ) 
first year, Ist 7500 00 
July 1, do. do. 2d 7500 00 
Oct. 8, do. do. 3d 7500 00 


Out of the above the following sums have 
been paid for interest on instalments 
paid in by the holders of the stock sub- 


scribed in April, 1821. 
1822 April 16, First payment, 
Oct. 16, Second payment, 
1823 April 16, Third payment, 
Oct. 16, Fourth payment, 
1824 April 16, Fifth payment, 
Oct. 16, Sixth payment, 
1825 April 16, Seventh payment, 
Oct. 16, Eighth payment, 


$2700 00 
1350 00 
1947 89 
2317 55 
4247 62 
6351 54 
8297 94 
8531 81 


1826 April 16, Ninth payment, 10,347 16 
Oct. 16, Tenth payment, 11,161 01 
1827 April 16, Eleventh payment,12,150 00 
Oct. 16, Twelfth payment, 12,150 00 
1828 April 16, Thirteenth paym’t.13,480 42 


Oct. 16,Fourteenth do. 
1829 Aprill6, Fifteenth do. 
Oct. 16, Sixteenth do. 
1830 April 16. Seventeenth do. 


Oct. 16. Eighteenth do. 


13,500 00 
13,500 00 
13,500 00 
13,500 00 
13,500 00 





231,710 40 


162,532 94 231,710 49 


Balance, 69,177 46 





$231,710 40 231,710 40 








Balance on the 25th December, 1830, $69,177 47. 
THOS. P. ROBERTS, T'reasurer. 





No. 128—Sifatement of Tolls received by the Union Canal 
Company, from 1828, to January 1st, 1831. 
Statement of tolls received upon the Union Canal, from 
the opening of the navigation in 1828, to the 1st of 
January, 1831, and the current expenses during the 


same period, chargeable against the tolls. 
Toll received from April Ist, 1828, to Janua- 

ry Ist, 1829, $16,391 48 
Toll received from January Ist, 

1829, to November Ist, 1829, 15,796 73 
Toll received from November Ist, 

1829, to November Ist, 1830, 35,133 82 
Toll received from November Ist, 


1830, to January Ist, 1831, 7,685 90 


——- 75,007 93 


Current Expenses, viz. 
Wages to lock-keepers, from April 1st, 1828, 
to November Ist, 1828, $3,354 94 
Wages from November Ist, 1828, 
to November Ist, 1829, including 
arrearages due within the first 
mentioned period, and not called 

for until afterwards, 
Wages paid lock-keepers, from No- 
vember Ist, 1829, to November 


9,714 51 


Ist, 1830, 7,497 32 
Wages paid, from November Ist, 

1830, to January Ist, 1831, 844 17 
Arrearages due up to January Ist, 

1831, not yet called for, 900 00 
Paid toll collectors, at Lebanon, 674 83 
Paid toll collectors, at Fair Mount, 909 61 


Repairs. 
From April 1st, 1828, to November 
1st, 1828, $3,758 45 
From November Ist, 1828, to No- 
vember Ist, 1829, 
From November Ist, 1829, to No- 
vember Ist, 1830, 
From November Ist, 1850, to Ja- 
nuary Ist, 1831, 


5,894 77 
4,510 60 
573 58 


Incidental expenses, at Lebanon from April 
1st,1828, to November Ist, 1828, $443 07 
November Ist, 1828, to November 
Ist, 1829, 
November Ist, 1829, to November 
Ist, 1830, 847 72 
November Ist, 1830, to January Ist 
1831, 56 75 
At Philadelphia, during same time, 2,013 82 


Salaries. 
Resident engineer, from November 1st,1829, 


949 92 


to November, 1830, $2,000 00 
President’s salary, same time, 1,000 00 
Treasurer’s salary, same time, 1,100 00 
Secretary’s salary, same time, 400 00 
Clerk of the works, 550 00 
maser of the water works, 

rom April Ist, 1828, to Nov. 
Ist, 1828, 4,688 04 


Noy. Ist, 1828, to Nov. 1st, 1829, 3,806 77 
Nov. Ist, 1829, to Nov. Ist, 1830, 2,698 93 
Nov. Ist, 1830, to January Ist 
1831, 284 68 
Paid for coal, 1829, at Philadel- 


phia, 4,645 12 





23,295 38 


14,737 40 


4,311 28 


5,050 00 








160 

















Paid for coal, 1850, at ditto, 3,517 02 
Paid for oil, lead and spun 
yarn during same time, 462 05 
—— 20,102 61 
67,496 67 
Balance, 7,511 26 





$75,007 93 





E. E. Philadelphia, January 27, 1831, 

THO’S. P. ROBERTS, T'reasurer. 
SHIPPING ON LAKE ERIE. 

The following list of vessels on Lake Erie, furnished 
us by a friend, who has taken great pains to ascertain 
their number, and the exact tonnage of each, will be 
read with satisfaction by all who feel an interest in the 
prosperity of the west. It exhibits an evidence of the 
amount of business done on this Lake, which is truly 
flattering. 

AmeERIcAN VESSELS. 


Tons. Tons. 
America 53 92 | John Q. Adams 54 77 
Amaranth 65 37 | John Richards 43 19 
Andrew 47 341L. Jenkins 73 57 
Antelope 53 23 | Lady ofthe Lakes 87 38 
Aurora 81 25 | Lagrange 101 
Allen Trimble 15 61 ; Louis Judson 17 43 
Argus* 20 Mariner 96 40 
Beaver 44 Maria Antoinette 86 35 
Bolivar 60 Marshal Ney 73 25 
Cincinnati 53 57 | Milan 33 81 
Columbus 635 51 | Morning Star 30 63 
Coneaut Packet 29 67 | Mary 45 63 
Commerce 88 Minerva 50 90 
Constitution 84 27 | Napoleon 107 13 
Comet 47 16 | Nucleus 93 61 
Commodore Perry 25 N. Connecticut 60 50 
Detroit 66 80 | Niagara* 156 92 
Enterprise* 219 Ohio* 157 43 
Fagle 94 71 | Olive Branch 28 
Essex 30 85 | Pilot 54 
Erie Packet 31 Pioneer® 124 
Eclipse 58 10 | Red Rover* 33 
Emily 30 Spy 38 
Express 24 09 | Shi’n Thompson* 241 
Farmer 51 60 | Swift-Sure 30 
Free Trader 30 Superior* 346 36 
Geauga 3S 61 | Savage 30 
Governor Cass 53 89 | St. Clair 35 
Good Intent 33 61 | Telegraph, 43 78 
Guerriere 41 36 | United States 93 19 
Grampus 30 28 | William Tell 61 10 
General Jackson 42 William Penn* 219 00 
Henry Clay* 301 62 | William Peacock* 120 
Hamilton 27 Young Lion 83 20 
Independence 26 31 


Tonnage 5,024 48-95ths. 

Number of American vessels, 69. 

The figures on the right hand of the column, denote 
the fractional parts, or so many ninety-fifths of a ton. 


Britisa Vessers.—Brittania, Elizabeth, Fair Trader, 
Hope, Hetty-Maria, Lark, Lord Wellington, Mariner, 
Nelson, Niagara, Pioneer, Perseverance, Recovery, 
Susan, Sterling, Thomas Talbot, Victory. Tonnage 
notknown. Number of British yessels 17. 


Buffalo paper. 





* Steamboats. 





A writer in Poulson’s Advertiser remarks, that ‘‘the 
green house built by the late Dr. Barron, and now 
owned by Grorer Perrer, Esq. was far from being the 
first of its kind in Philadelphia; for one was erected at 
Springetsbury, in the former part of last century, by 
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Manrearet Frame, youngest daughter of William Penn, 
who accompanied her brother, one of the proprietors in 
his visit to the province: and who at that time built one 
of the wings of an intended mansion, where he purpos- 
ed to reside, and laid out a garden in the taste which 
then prevailed in England, of clipped hedges, arbors 
and wildernesses, which flourished beautifully till the 
time of the Revolutionary War, when the house was ac- 
cidentally destroyed by fire—and here, just previous to 
that period, a fine old Aloe bloomed, the perquisites of 
which, from the citizens who visited it, rewarded Old 
Virgil for his care, There was also a green house attach- 
ed tothe houses of Charles Norris, Esq. where the 
United States Bank now stands, which was well filled 
with choice and curious exotics; and at the same place 
was a hot house or stove where a number of choice and 
excellent pine apples were annually raised, and here 
was a Coffee Tree also, which produced and ripened its 
fruit above 60 years since; and the large and well culti- 
vated garden contained a collection of fruit of such ex- 
cellence as might rival the best now offered, together 
with artichokes and other vegetables in great perfec- 
tion and abundance. Isrart PemBperntos, WIttiaM 
Locan, James Hamirron, Isaac Norris, and perhaps 
some others, about the same time, had also handsome 
gardens and green houses in the city and its vicinity.” 





Ovcr Rivers.—On Thursday last, the 22d inst. the 
river was open below the Monongahela bridge, and on 
that day, and during the early part of Wednesday, seve- 
ral steam boats left our port for Louisville and other 
ports below. During the afternoon of Wednesday, the 
ice in the Monongahela river, above the bridge, started: 
the river is now high and full of ice, so that the naviga- 
tion is again interrapted. We have no doubt that the 
river will again be in navigable order to-morrow, or the 
day after, at the farthest. Perhaps it may be worthy 
of notice, that both last year and this year, navigation 
commenced on the 22d of February.— Pittsburg Gaz. 





Deraware Crry, March 2. 
Vessels can now pass through the whole line of the 


25 | Chesapeake and Delaware Canal, the ice having nearly 
67 | disappeared. 
80 | of ice, so that the navigation of this great thoroughfare 


Back Creek, we understand, is also clear 


will, after an obstruction by the ice for an uncommon 
length of time, be again renewed with the opening 
spring, giving an impulse to businesss, and a cheering 
aspect throug hout the line. 

We expect the Steam-boat for Baltimore will be 
down in 4 few days. The Canal is now in good order 
throughout, no damage having been done to the tow- 
path or banks by the late storms and severe weather. — 
Courier. 





(C7On Saturday last the ice{in the Delaware began to 
move—but during most of the week the floating ice 
prevented the numerous vessels which were ready, 
from departing till Wednesday, when the Algonquin, 
Liverpool packet, dropped down, anda vessel from 
sea afrived. The Ohio opened about a week pre- 
viously. 

OF The Rev. Taomas M‘Avtey, D. D. was elected, 
on Tuesday last, a Trustee of the University of Penn- 
sylvania. 





GEDDES, No. 9 Library Street, Philadelphia; where, and at 
the PUBLICATION OFFICE, IN FRANKLIN PLACE, second 
door back of the Post Office, (back room) subscriptions will be 
thankfully received. Price FIVE DOLLARS per annum, payable 
annually by subscribers residing in or near the city, or where 
there is an agent. Other subscribers pay in advance. 


